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PURPOSE:To obtain the consumption of a toner almost accurately, by providing a counter circuit for counting black 
data in a video signal and a control circuit having a CPU which outputs a count signal controlling the counter circuit at 
predetermined periods and processes the count data. 

CONSTITUTIONS CPU 1 controls not only a black data count part but also each part of a printer, and a counter 2 
counts the black data in a video signal under the drive control by the CPU 1 and an enable output circuit 3. The enable 
output circuit 3 outputs an enable signal for the thinned-out counting of the black data in the video signal. A register 4 
holds the count value of the counter 2. Only by counting the black data for one line at predetermined intervals, e.g. 
every 1 .5msec, the number of the black data for all over an image area is estimated. According to the estimated value, 
a consumption of a toner is calculated. A toner is supplied on the basis of the result, whereby a toner density can be 
held uniform even while a large amount of data is printed. 
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